

U.S, Department of Justice 


Washington, D.C, 20530 


December 21,2018 

Ms. Robin Thurston 
Democracy Forward Foundation 
P.O. Box 34553 
Washington, D.C. 20043-4553 

Ms. Sirine Shebaya 
Muslim Advocates 
P.O. Box 71080 
Oakland, CA 94612 


Dear Ms. Thurston and Ms. Shebaya: 

^^‘^onsideration of Denial of Request for Correction 
Under the Information Quality Act submitted by Democracy Forward Foundation and Muslim 
Advocates ( Muslim Advocates”) on September 13,2018. 

Advocates requested, pursuant to the Information Quality Act 
aQA) and implementog guidelines, that the Department of Justice (Department) and the 
?‘Re^”r Secunty (DHS) retract and correct their January 2018 joint report 

(Report ) issued pursuit to Section 11 of Executive Order 13780 (“Request for Correction”) 

Julv Response to the Request for Correction (“Final Response”) on 

Jidy 31 2018, declining to retract or correct the Report. On September 13, 2018, Muslim ^ 

sXc^^rf ^^^^onfideration. However, the Department also concludes that it was 
sufficiendy transparent m its presentation of the information, and as a result, the Report should 
not be wthdrawn or ^rrected. Working closely with DHS, the Department will coLider lOA 

The IQA and applicable guidelines create a framework under which agencies, in presenting 
iirformation, stnve to meet the stated goals of the IQA to maximize thf qS, oEvS 
u nty, an mtegnty of their information. The Department committed in its IQ A guidelines that 






- Monmtion il disseminwes” in a manner that - among other things 

orgamtoon, or any other national-security-related reason The Report pre«nS1Sh 

U.S.citizei^. hLlimA^orates 

^ui^StoSr'' Advoc'nZ”’ >Se'SlKe‘SS“r 

The Department’s response to the Request for Correction stated: 

It IS no violation [of the IQA] to provide additional data, particularly when 
Executive Order 1^80 requires “[a]ny other information relevant tLafety and 

Consistent with the Department’s response to your Request for Correction the Rennrt i« 

therefore presumed useful on that basis ainne Tkafor> f-*u .^®Port. It is 
beyond toe scope of Section 11 "s dietatos does not diSsh to tor”"”™ 

Tol^SSKS'SrhowewTin toto «fe<i or intetoted. 

f^Son^rS to toSLto^^^^ 

=“n.-cKrjr=r=s,srS^^ 


mdtcZ^ ^ ^ “terrorism-related” offenses 

that;« f .1 ^ c^ Advocates argue that it is domestic terrorism, not international terrorism 

tha IS relevant for Section 11 purposes. Muslim Advocates claim that the 

inclusion of information about mtemational terrorism, and omission of information related to 
domestic terronsm inflates the proportion of terrorist incidents as having been committed bv 

»f obj^ivity and utility® mSSSs 

infZrn '<> -po" 

fa SCI “f 

t Advocaes as^rt that, fa light of Section I Vs focus on tcrrorism-tciated offenses 

committed by foreign nationals “while fa the United States,” the Report was misleadina fa its 

;iSoCCC?oSed"IC^tfae“S“ 

Den7rm^^^fT« nationals.” In addition, Muslim Advocates state that the 

4uestS^^LC^"deC:^rr^^ 

d^s=SKs;rmrd^;r“^^ 

^curate, clear, complete and unbiased presentation.” 67 Fed. Ree at 8459 Furfhi-r t^A 

under which a need to provide “addiSonal infoimation" sSd t fC fa exit 

^l^e Report does not expressly address the risk of terrorism in the United States thf* 

brought to thTuS Stl?mm^proiewti^^^^ nationals 

unifad States, while piesenting additional supporti^C“S'faCI“ 


MS hf filf Pf of <h= informaUon. Tlie Department will work with 

HS in future reports to ensure that information provided maximizes the goals of the IQA. 

4. Muslim Advirotes challenge the presentation of eight “illustrative examples” out of 407. 
convicted nuhviduals - which number included both fLgn naUonals SLlSu S 
citizem -as teking objectivity and tnility. Muslim Adv«ates noTuS thT^Ses^ni; 
include Muslim men “who arrived in the United States through th^i^se inSS^ 
AZhlilta?^ Admimstahon seeks to eliminate.” Further, Muslim Advocates nSe that the 

Muslim AdvotatS. telf s^^ZS'dZatoti™ tot'KS^plIft^lSS‘Zd 

A!ivZS.‘''t^^S’' P'"^ Response, we note that Muslim 

they were i^mn/ed “ 

data - If accomplished consistent with national security and privacy lestraims - ^ ® 

Muslim Advocates i4Z CS‘R4otZ^Xt.re“: HISLSZ" 


have no connection to immigration status, 
requirements. 


are flawed and inaccurate, and do not meet IQA 




♦ ♦ ♦ 


e Department reaffirms its pnor decision not to retract or correct the Report. 


Thank you for bringing these concerns to the attention of the Department. 
Sincerely, 


Michael H. Allen 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Policy, Management, and Planning 



